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(57) Abstract 

A support method for helping the user find a desired program from a collection of recorded 
television programs easily and quickly, and a recording/reproducing apparatus using this method. The 
recorded program viewing support system, when recording a television program, records electronic 
program information on the program, classifies the electronic program information according to 
predefined program category criteria, and successively assigns predefined category numbers (recording 
channels) to the program to be recorded. Before the user views a recorded program, the user specifies 
the number of the recorded channel. A recorded channel number is allocated with a category item and 
hence the user can easily know the contents of the recorded program. The user can change the channel 
number successively or directly specify it by using a remote controller to find a desired program easily 
and quickly. When disk media such as HDD and DVD-RAM are used as a storage in particular, the 
recorded programs can be randomly accessed allowing the user to zap through recorded programs. 
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